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– Preserving Our Community, Protecting Our Families –

The 2009 Legislative 
session, my first as 
your State Senator, 
was very different 
from my eight years 
representing you on 
the State Board of 
Education.  From the 
moment I was elected 
to the Senate, the 
pace was fast, furious, 
and it gained in 
intensity straight 

through the last day of the session.   

The days were busy and often intense.  Because I 
served on the Education, Judiciary, and Finance 
Committees, and was the Vice Chair of Finance, I 
had meetings nearly every morning and afternoon 
throughout the session.  I’m grateful to my aide, 
Mary Lindsey, my college interns and other 
volunteers who helped me keep up with your phone 
calls, invitations, and e-mails.   

The session was productive, despite being fraught 
with many difficult issues.  The most challenging 
factor by far was the continuing decline in State 
revenues.   Colorado must operate with a balanced 
budget, and when the tax dollars collected were 
much less than anticipated, we had to make many 
painful cuts to programs and services.  Cutting over 
$1 billion from the current year’s budget and next 
year’s proposed budget was very difficult. 

The staff and members of the Joint Budget 
Committee deserve a great deal of credit for their 
ideas about how to make these cuts without 
eliminating the safety net for our most vulnerable 
citizens, or eliminating any state departments! 

I hope you’ll be able to attend one of my upcoming 
town meetings to share your thoughts with me!  

Each year a number of interim committees are hard 
at work during the months when the Legislature is 
not in session.  These committees tackle many 
complex problems, doing the in-depth study and 
analysis needed to produce effective solutions.   
The interim committees created in 2009 are: 
• Long-Term Fiscal Stability Commission 
• Interim Committee to Study Issues Related to 

Pinnacol Assurance 
• Interim Committee on School Finance 
• Economic Opportunity/Poverty Reduction Task 

Force 
• Early Childhood and School Readiness 

Legislative Commission 
• Task Force on Business and Personal Property 

Tax  
• Interim Committee on Hospice and Palliative 

Care 
• Interim Committee on the Developmental 

Disability Waiting List 
• Electronic Device Recycling Task Force 
• Task Force to Study Home Care Placement 

Agencies and Home Care  
• Interim Committee on School Safety Issues 

In addition, several committees that were formed in 
previous years continue to meet to address issues of 
ongoing concern.  Those committees are: 
• Transportation Legislation Review Committee 
• Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice 
• Health Care Task Force 
• Water Resources Review Committee 
• Mental Health in Criminal Justice 

I am a member of the Early Childhood and 
School Readiness Legislative Commission, which 
will research and recommend improvements to 
state policy regarding children’s health, mental 
health, early learning, and family involvement and 
support.  I am also a member of the Economic 
Opportunity/Poverty Reduction Task Force.

(Continued in box on page 4.) 




